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PUBLIC
WORKS

‘Showing up’
Public Works participates in ‘Careers 
on Wheels’ Day at Simpsonville school
In a long line of other public 
service and safety vehicles, a 
Simpsonville Public Works lift 
truck picked up and put down 
part of a large tree stump as 
students from Rudolph Gor-
don School on Scuffletown 
Road watched in excitement.

The Simpsonville Public Works 
Department participated in 
“Careers on Wheels” Day at Ru-
dolph Gordon School on March 
16. Public Works Director Andy 
West said in March that Public 
Works accepted the invitation 
to “Careers on Wheels” Day to 
“show up” for the Simpsonville 
community in ways other than 
the traditional services pro-
vided by a public works crew.

“It’s important for members of 
the public to see people who 

are in public 
service out in 
their commu-
nities in im-
pactful ways,” 
West said. 
“Showing up 
at events like 
‘Careers on 
Wheels’ Day 
tells parents 
and families 
that Simp-
sonville Pub-
lic Works 
crew mem-
bers care about the  communi-
ties in which they work, includ-
ing those outside city limits.”

Stationed at the front of the 
school in the car loop, West, 
Public Works Assistant Direc-
tor Pete Lupu and Technician 

Robert Ruvo-
lo talked to 
three groups 
of students 
for about 
three hours. 
Ruvolo oper-
ated the lift 
truck to show 
the students 
how it could 
pick up large 
items like 
tree stumps, 
but what the 
students re-
ally enjoyed 

was blowing the truck’s horn.

“I blew the horn to show the 
kids, then one of the kids blew 
the horn and then all of the 
kids wanted to blow the horn,” 
Lupu said with a laugh. Lupu’s 
role for the morning quick-
ly became helping the stu-
dents in and out of the truck.

“The horn was definitely the 
show-stopper. Seeing the kids’ 
faces light up when the horn 
blared made being out in 
the cold more than worth it.”

 
  

Assistant Public Works Director Pete Lupu 
helps students in and out of the lift truck at “Ca-
reers on Wheels” Day at Rudolph Gordon School.

Asst. Public Works Director Pete Lupu, Tech Rob-
ert Ruvolo and Director Andy West at “Ca-
reers on Wheels” Day at Rudolph Gordon School. 


